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LEADER’S NOTES

Introduction

Thank you for making use of this year’s resources for the Easter Offering
dedication service. You are following in a tradition that was initiated in 1883

by Mrs Caroline Wiseman, secretary of a committee set up to support Methodist women missionaries in
the nineteenth century; the forerunner to Women’s Work. Initially, families were asked to raise “a penny
a head” at Easter to help raise money for the mission fund. In 1900, Women’s Work raised £1,655 for the
work of overseas missions. Since that time, each successive Methodist women’s movement has encouraged
donations in support of God’s mission. In recent years, Methodist Women in Britain (MWiB) have taken
responsibility (supported by the Methodist World Church Relationships Team) for producing resources
including an annual service of dedication, used widely around the Connexion often as a circuit service. All
the money raised through the Easter Offering goes to the World Mission Fund of the Methodist Church in
Britain and Ireland to be allocated for work in our 65 Partner Churches around the world. In 2015, a total
of £427,500 was raised through the Easter Offering, thanks to the generosity of Methodist people like
yourself. Thank you for making a difference by contributing to God’s mission in this way.

Please share these notes with others who are involved in
planning your local service.
Make photocopies if that is helpful. Ensure all treasurers involved are familiar with the finance and
Gift Aid instructions.

This year’s dedication service, Shine
like Stars, highlights the work of NMAs
(nationals in mission appointments).
These are individuals working in their home country, in
initiatives within their local church setting, but funded by
the World Mission Fund. There are many NMAs around
the world and we have picked three, each one in a very
different culture, to show how their work is shining
the light of God’s hope into a challenging situation.
Each story is ‘told’ by the member of the World Church
Relationships Team with responsibility for that area. Sandra
Lopez, Partnership Coordinator for Latin America and the
Caribbean, describes the work of the Revd Maria do Carmo
Moreira Lima with young offenders in Brazil. Dr Bunmi
Olayisade, responsible for church partnerships within
Africa, tells the story of Joanna Akyeampong, who works
closely with school dropouts and female street kids in
Ghana. Steve Pearce, Partnership Coordinator for Asia and
the Pacific, introduces us to the peace-building inter faith
work of Jennifer Jag Jivan in Pakistan.
Each story is included in these notes as well as on separate
pages on the Methodist Church and Methodist Women
in Britain websites. Please think carefully as you allocate
readers for these stories; try to reflect diversity of age,
gender and ethnicity if possible. The accompanying
PowerPoint presentation includes photos of the World
Church Team members, the NMAs and their work. It will be
available on both websites from January.
www.methodist.org.uk and www.mwib.org.uk
This year, we have left a space in the service for an invited
speaker if this is desired. Some circuits have local recentlyreturned mission partners they wish to invite to speak.
Alternatively, there is a list of such speakers available
from wcr.admin@methodistchurch.org.uk However, the
dedication service is complete as it stands and it is possible
to do without a speaker, if preferred.
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Before the service
• Arrange for the Easter Offering envelopes to be
distributed, with the accompanying explanatory
bookmarks, in each church of your circuit in the period
of Lent, and particularly on Easter Sunday.
• Ensure that church and circuit treasurers have a copy of
the guidelines/finance instructions included in these
notes and as a separate document on the websites.
• Use the A3 posters to advertise the service and
remember to complete the section showing when and
where your service will take place. Smaller, A4 size
posters can be downloaded from the website and
printed locally if you wish.
• Advertise your service in your local church magazines,
encouraging everyone to know they will be welcome.
• Contact your MWiB District Forum representative
with details of your service so this information can be
included in the list of all local services.
• Prepare paper stars for distribution as people arrive for
the service.
Lent reflections on the theme of “shine like stars” are
designed to help us prepare for this event and will be
on the MWiB website www.mwib.org.uk from January.
Please encourage people to make use of these devotional
resources as individuals or in groups. Your circuit local
preachers and worship leaders may find them of value as
they lead worship through the weeks leading up to Easter.
They may also provide stimulating ideas for an address
(optional) within the dedication service.
Children’s resources linked to our theme for this year will
also be on the websites from January. Please share this
with your local Junior Church, Boys’ and Girls’ Brigade,
Messy Church leaders and those involved in Scouting and
Guiding.

Worship focus/visual display. Be creative! Here are some
ideas to get you started:
1. Drape or hang a large piece of lightweight, dark blue
or black fabric at the front of the worship area. Attach a
string of small clear fairy lights (stars). These should be
switched on before the start of the service.
During the service, the leader or speaker will invite
everyone to write on their paper star a short prayer,
pledge for action or the name of someone who has
“shone like a star” for them. These will then be brought
forward and can be laid on the dark cloth or hung from
the fairy lights. A hole puncher and fine string could be
used in preparing the paper stars.
2. Alternatively, use a bare tree branch with lights
attached. Stand it against the dark blue or black
background, and hang the stars on it.
3. Use star-shaped sticky notes for people to write on and
simply attach to the fabric.
You will also need at least four large candles to be lit as
directed during the service. Try to display artefacts from
each part of the world featured in the stories. Look out for
symbols of imprisonment, vocational skills and inter faith
dialogue, which could be placed on the display after each
story or during the prayers of intercession.
The paper stars. Before the prayers of intercession, the
leader or speaker should invite the congregation to write
on their stars, either:
• the name of someone who has been a shining star for
them
• a short prayer for a situation needing the light of Christ
• a pledge – an action they will take to shine the light of
Christ in their community.

Copyright
All hymns included in the PowerPoint presentation come
with an indication of copyright status. Please use your own
church’s CCLI number in a slide you can add to the end
of the presentation and ensure they are reported in your
church’s CCLI returns.
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Music
There is ample opportunity in the service to enlist the help
of your local choir or music group who may be willing to
contribute by singing a world church song, for example
StF 38 Wa wa wa Emimimo or StF 775 Ewe thina, StF 770
Amen siakadumisa (South Africa), StF 779 Santo santo
santo (Argentina) or the Taize chant StF 776 In the Lord I’ll
be ever thankful.
While people write on paper stars, a hymn could be sung
by the choir or instrumental music could be played:
StF 405 Great is the darkness that covers the earth (Gerald
Coates and Noel Richards © 1992 Thankyou Music) or
Jesus bids us shine with a clear, pure light (Susan B Warner,
published in 1868) or This Little Light of Mine by the
Seekers.
At the close of worship, a group might sing StF 753 Glory
to God (Peruvian chant) or StF 484 We will walk with God
my brothers (Swaziland).

Prayers
There is a space for the leader to offer prayers of
intercession for local concerns.

Reflections on the theme
Suggested points for an optional short talk based on
Philippians 2:1-16
How do we shine the light of Jesus into the darkness?
We can:
•
•
•
•

share our love (v.1)
serve each other (v.7)
refrain from arguing and complaining (v.14)
hold out the message of life (v.16).

Who has shone the light of Christ for you? A teacher?
A friend? A stranger?
As we come alongside those in need, we often discover the
light of Christ within them shining out to us.

Stories
Please photocopy these for your readers or find each individual story on the website. These are not
included in full in the service sheets but are available on the website for anyone to download to read
at leisure after the service. Pictures to accompany the stories are in the PowerPoint presentation.

Story 1: They call me a saint

Story 2: Hope for Teens

“They call me a saint,” says Revd Maria do Carmo
Moreira Lima, NMA for the Methodist Church in Brazil.
She adds, “Although I try and demystify this notion, I
look to lead them in the best way, as if they were my
own children.”

Hope for Teens is a programme managed by Methodist
Church Ghana.

Maria’s ‘children’ are young people held at three young
offenders’ institutes in Belford Roxo, in the state of
Rio de Janeiro, and Bangu, a neighbourhood of Rio
de Janeiro City. In a country where the age of criminal
responsibility for some crimes was lowered from 18
to 16 in 2015, the work Maria does with these young
people is essential for showing them the love
and hope of Jesus Christ.
The environment within these institutes often does not
foster rehabilitation and restoration, so part of Maria’s
work has been to be an advocate for young offenders
and seek an improvement to their living conditions.
Since last year Maria has helped improve the diet
offered to young offenders, fostered better relations
between them and their officers and encouraged the
building of a family reception centre where young
offenders’ mothers and families who come to visit can
be received.
Violent and often fatal gang warfare that takes place
outside of young offenders’ institutes frequently
continues inside when rival gangs are forced to live
together. “A major challenge is to develop pastoral
work with different gangs at the same institution,” says
Maria. “Employees are afraid that detainees will act
with violence, but they have shown me great respect
and they have had exemplary behaviour in all activities.”
God is using Maria as a shining light in a violent, dark
environment to bring peace, reconciliation and hope.
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Hope for Teens started in 2012 to help girls who had
dropped out of school due to lack of funds or teenage
pregnancy. This vocational training and support from their
peers offer hope, new skills and knowledge to improve
their standard of living and their life expectations.
Dr Bunmi Olayisade, World Church Relationships
Partnership Coordinator for Africa tells us, “As at March
2016 during my visit to Accra, there were 18 female
students in catering, sewing, bead/hat making and
hairdressing classes under the National Vocational
Training Institute Certificate courses.
“Joanna Akyeampong is the Programme Coordinator
with a passion to help these vulnerable girls. She teaches
them etiquette and good discipline in addition to their
skills. She is an active member of the Methodist Church
and works with other trainers. She hopes a few of the
promising students will eventually become trainers so as
to inspire other participants.
“I had the privilege of speaking with the girls and their
instructors and they were very inspiring and grateful for
the opportunity. The quality of their displayed work was
very good and a few of them mentioned pursuing their
career at the Police Catering department which was good
news. One of the girls wanted to start her own tailoring
business if her relatives could buy her a sewing machine.
“I believe this programme will go a long way in alleviating
poverty, empowering young ladies, discouraging
exploitation of vulnerable girls and promoting the church’s
positive influence as it shares the love of Christ in word
and action in its society.”

Story 3: Inter faith dialogue in
Pakistan
A story from Steve Pearce, World Church Relationships
Partnership Coordinator for Asia and the Pacific.
Pakistan is not an easy place to be a Christian. There are 192
million people living in Pakistan, 97% of whom are Muslims.
It’s a difficult place for many Muslims too. Shia Muslims are
outnumbered five to one by Sunni Muslims, while the Ahmadi
Muslims form only two per cent of the population – and the
law says they are not Muslims at all.
Poverty is also a problem, with 60% of the population living on
less than $2 a day. Most women are illiterate (around 55%) and
girls continue to get less access to school education than boys.
Islam and Christianity are both religions of peace, yet conflict
in Pakistan is frequent. Often it seems that religion is a cause
of dissent rather than harmony, even though the Holy Koran
teaches: “Unto you your religion, and unto me my religion”
(109:6). Similarly in the Bible we read Micah’s vision of peace,
when “… all people will walk every one in the name of his
god…” (Micah 4:5 KJV).
Understanding each other and talking together is a matter of
life and death in this situation.
Jennifer Jag Jivan shines like a star in what sometimes feels like
a dark place. She is passionate about dialogue and through
her work at the Christian Study Centre in Rawalpindi she helps
Muslims and Christians to understand each other a little better
and find ways of enjoying each other’s presence in Pakistan,
rather than resenting it. Every single small encounter in this
work can change many lives. Sometimes it feels even more
powerful than that, as this encounter shows:
At a recent three-day training workshop on peace-building,
two individuals from one of the big Islamic organisations
attended. One of them approached Jennifer to request her
to give inter faith and peace-building training to others in
his denomination. Some of those religious leaders each
have responsibility for as many as 200 madrassahs (Islamic
religious schools), and hundreds or thousands of followers.
A request not without danger. But if you shine like a star, good
things will happen.

Finance/Gift Aid
Please read through and ensure
these instructions are passed to your
church treasurer, Gift Aid secretary
and, importantly, the circuit MWiB
treasurer.
Instructions for collecting Gift Aid and sending
in donations using the Easter Offering collection
envelopes are the same as for 2016, and can be
downloaded as a separate sheet from the Methodist
Church website.
These instructions apply to individual church
collections. However we recognise that most Easter
Offering services are held as circuit-wide dedication
services, in which case local churches may take a
separate collection with donations being received by
circuit officers.
Previously it was suggested that the unopened Gift
Aided Easter Offering envelopes could be kept and
handed in at the dedication service. This is not in
keeping with the HMRC guidance with respect to
best practices on handling and banking donations,
and so we recommend the following options.

Preferred routes for collecting and
sending in donations using the Easter
Offering collection envelopes.

OPTION 1
A. Collecting donations AND Gift Aid
1. In the same way that other special collections
are received (eg All We Can, MHA or Christian
Aid) please ask your church officers (Gift Aid
secretaries or equivalent) to collect the sealed
and completed Easter Offering collection
envelopes (with cash/cheque donations enclosed)
received from their congregation. The envelopes
should then be opened and the total sum
handed to the church treasurer (or equivalent) to
bank the donations into the church bank account.

continued overleaf...
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2. Once the church has received and banked the donations
into the church bank account, the church officers are to
keep the empty Easter Offering collection envelopes for
audit purposes and include banked donations on their
church’s Gift Aid claim form that is submitted to the Gift
Aid Bureau Service*. These envelopes should NOT be
sent to the Finance Department at Methodist Church
House unless your church is unable to claim Gift Aid
(see Option 2). Each church should keep these envelopes
for six years in line with Gift Aid record-keeping
requirements.

The above is the preferred income route we
would encourage all churches to adopt where
possible in order to claim Gift Aid on donations.
*The Gift Aid Bureau Service of The Methodist Church
processes Gift Aid claims for about 4,000 churches every
year, reclaiming about £10m from HRMC on behalf of those
churches. Once processed, the Bureau Service will transfer
the relevant Gift Aid rebate to each church.

B. Sending in donations to the World Mission
Fund
Once a church has collected and banked their donations
into the church bank account they can then do one of the
following:
1. The church treasurer can write a cheque, made payable
to “Methodist Church World Mission Fund” for the total
amount donated (a further cheque will need to be sent
when the Gift Aid amount is refunded). The cheque
for donations made can then be brought (or sent) to
the MWiB treasurer at the circuit-wide Easter Offering
dedication service. All cheques should then be collected
by circuit MWiB treasurers and banked using the ‘O2’
paying-in books.

OPTION 2
If the church is unable to claim Gift Aid through the Gift Aid
Bureau Service OR if cheques are already made payable
to the World Mission Fund then follow the instructions
below:

A. Collecting donations
1. Church officers (Gift Aid secretaries or equivalent) collect
the sealed and completed Easter Offering collection
envelopes (with cash/cheque donations enclosed)
received from their congregation.

B. Sending in donations
1. The donations (cheques/cash) and Gift Aid envelopes
are sent to the circuit MWiB treasurer who will then
bank the donations using the ‘O2’ paying-in book and
send envelopes to the Finance Department at Methodist
Church House, with a covering letter stating the
donations banked, circuit name and circuit ID number,
and the date they were banked.
2. If churches cannot get in touch with the circuit MWiB
treasurer, churches can send donations and envelopes
directly to the Finance Department at Methodist Church
House.
Note: If you choose to follow this option, churches cannot
claim Gift Aid as they have not banked donations into their
own accounts.
For more information about claiming Gift Aid, Gift Aid rules,
and frequently asked questions on Gift Aid, please contact
your church Gift Aid secretary.

2. If churches cannot get in touch with their circuit
MWiB treasurer the cheque may be sent to the Finance
Department at Methodist Church House with a covering
letter indicating the circuit name and circuit ID number,
so that those donations can be properly attributed to
their circuits.

Registered charity no. 1132208
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