Shine
like Stars

EASTER OFFERING 2017 • Shine like Stars
ACTIVITY

1: Having a new start

(The Revd Maria do Carmo Moreira Lima – BRAZIL)

Background story: “They call me a saint”
The Revd Maria do Carmo Moreira Lima is a national in mission appointment working for the
Methodist Church in Brazil. She works with young people who have committed crimes and are held
in special prisons for younger people. In her work, Maria tries to show these young people the love
of Jesus and teach them that with God there is a chance to change and live a different kind of life.
The living conditions for these young people are not good, so Maria tries to help improve the way
they live. She does this by providing better food and building good relationships with the staff
and families. She has also encouraged the building of a special place where parents can visit their
children.
Some of the young people belonged to violent gangs before they were caught. Sometimes they
fight some of the young people in the prison who were in other gangs. Maria tries to help them to
get on with each other and show respect for one another.
Maria is shining light into a dark and violent place to bring God’s peace, friendship and hope.
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Think

Live

Opening questions

• How can you help someone make
a new start when they have done
something wrong?

• Can you find Brazil in an atlas or on a globe?
• What do you know about Brazil?
• What would you like to find out?
From the Bible
The story of Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10)
Explore
• Why do you think the people didn’t like Zacchaeus?
• What happened to Zacchaeus after he had met
Jesus?
• How does Jesus help us to have a new start when
we’ve done things wrong?
Activity ideas
• Create a fact file collage about Brazil. Find out
about the flag, language, customs, climate, music,
food etc.
• Make tissue paper stars to put on a window to
remind children to shine God’s forgiveness. 

Pray
In the Bible, God promises us that if
we say sorry for the wrong things we
have done, we can be forgiven and
have a new start. All of us do things
sometimes that make God and other
people sad (even grown-ups!).
Prayer for forgiveness:
Have some balloons blown up. Ask
for suggestions of some of the things
we do that make God and other
people sad (eg telling lies, being
greedy, stealing, saying unkind
words etc).
Use a marker pen to write one thing
on each balloon and ask a child to
hold the balloons.
Once you have about 10 suggestions,
say a prayer saying sorry to God
and asking for forgiveness. Remind
children that God promises to forgive
us when we are sorry; get them to
burst all the balloons as a reminder
of that. Sing a song of praise
together to thank God for loving us
even when we make mistakes and
giving us a new start – just like he
did for Zacchaeus.
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ACTIVITY

2: Getting a good education
(Joanna Akyeampong – GHANA)

Background story: Hope for teens
Joanna Akyeampong works with a programme called Hope for Teens in Ghana. It started in 2012
to help girls who can’t afford to continue their education or have to drop out of school for other
reasons. The programme gives them training and support so that they can learn new skills and
help improve their living standards.
The girls learn skills such as cooking, sewing, bead and hat making, and hairdressing. They also
learn good discipline and manners which can help them get a job. Some of the students do
really well and eventually help to train other teenagers. One of the girls wanted to start her own
tailoring business if her relatives could buy her a sewing machine.
Hope for Teens helps give the girls a way to earn money for their families and prevents them from
getting into trouble. Joanna and her team are sharing the love of Jesus in word and action in the
place where they live.
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Opening questions

• How can you make sure you make the most
of your education?

• Can you find Ghana in an atlas or on a
globe?
• What do you know about Ghana?
• What would you like to find out?
• Do you like going to school?
• What would happen if you couldn’t go to
school to learn?
From the Bible
Proverbs 4:1-5
Explore
• Why do you think it is important to learn?
• What do these verses teach us about
the importance of learning and
understanding God’s word?
• How can we put the things we learn from
the Bible into practice?

• How can you support those at home and
overseas who are helping people to get a
good education?

Pray
• Bring a photo of you at your school or your
school building.
Mark each person’s school on a map of your
town or village and pray for all the staff,
governors and pupils at each school.
• Look at a map showing Accra, the capital
of Ghana, where the Hope for Teens project
is located. Pray for the children and young
people there who are not able to afford an
education. Pray for the project as it helps
people to learn new skills.

Activity ideas
• Create a fact file collage about Ghana.
Find out about the flag, language,
customs, climate, music, food etc.
• At Hope for Teens in Ghana, the leaders
and the girls take part in all kinds of
activities. Make a star from two straws
and coloured wool. As you make your
star, think about how you can be like a
star shining the love of Jesus into your
school, college or neighbourhood.
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ACTIVITY

3: Living together in peace
(Jennifer Jag Jivan – PAKISTAN)

Background story: Talking to people of other religions in Pakistan
Pakistan is not an easy place to be a Christian; there are 192 million people living in Pakistan and
97% of them are Muslim. It’s a difficult place for many Muslims too, as some Muslim groups are
treated badly.
There is a lot of poverty in Pakistan and many girls are not able to go to school and learn to read
and write.
There are often disagreements between Christians and Muslims, so it is important that people of
different faith backgrounds understand each other. Jennifer Jag Jivan shines like a star in what
sometimes feels like a dark place.
In her work she helps Muslims and Christians to understand each other a little better and find ways
of enjoying each other’s presence in Pakistan rather than resenting it. Every single small encounter
in this work can change many lives.
Jennifer’s work is not without danger – but if you shine like a star, good things will happen.
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Opening questions

• What can you do to show love
and care to someone who is
different to you?

• Can you find Pakistan in an atlas or on a globe?
• What do you know about Pakistan?
• What would you like to find out?
From the Bible
The story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37)
Explore
• The people listening to this story would have been a
bit shocked as Samaritans were not liked very much
and no-one would want to hear a story about a
Samaritan being kind.
• What groups of people get treated or talked about
negatively in our country?
• What does this story teach us about how to treat
people who are different to us?
Activity ideas
• Create a fact file collage about Pakistan. Find out
about the flag, language, customs, climate, music,
food etc.
• Star craft: Put a photo of each child in the centre
of the star and either ask the others what makes
that child special (eg kindness, a good sense of
humour, always listens carefully, helpful etc) or just
brainstorm a list together of qualities that make
people special and ask each child to choose some
of those qualities that they want to aspire to or how
they want to try to be. Look at all the stars when
finished – all of us are very different but God loves
each one of us and has a special job for each of us
to do to show his love to other people around us.

• How can we live at peace with
people who are different to us?
• Look out for people at school,
college or within your group who
are new or who might get left out
because they are a bit different in
some way. Try to make sure you
include them and make them feel
welcome.

Pray
There are people all over the world
who speak different languages,
worship in different ways, look
different, wear different clothes or eat
different food but everyone is special
to God.
Sit in a circle and throw an inflatable
globe to each other or pass a globe
around the circle. Each person who
catches the globe, or is passed the
globe, can pick a country from the
world and pray for that country, or
everyone can join together in saying,
“God bless and help the people of…”.
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Additional information for children’s leaders
The children’s activities booklet needs a number of resources to go with it. Here are the instructions
for each of the crafts and some links to help you find the details you might need to create the fact
file for each country.

ACTIVITY 1
Resources you will need:
• a map of Brazil with the city of Belford Roxo, in the state of Rio de Janeiro, and Bangu
neighbourhood in Rio de Janeiro City all marked on
• an atlas or globe
• Luke 19:1-10
• craft resources (see below)
• balloons (at least one per child)
• marker pens
• a fact file on Brazil (see www.ngkids.co.uk/places/country-fact-file-brazil).

Tissue paper stars
Resources you will need:
• tissue paper cut into squares
• sugar paper/card (dark colour)
• clear sticky back plastic
• scissors.
Method
• Cut sugar paper/card into a star-shaped outline.
• Stick outline to sticky back plastic.
• Stick tissue paper onto gaps; try not to overlap more than two layers.
• Cut around edges.
• Cover other side with sticky back plastic, if wanted.
• Stick to window.
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Belford Roxo and Bangu
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ACTIVITY 2
Resources you will need:
• a map of Ghana with Accra marked on
• an atlas or globe
• Proverbs 4:1-5
• craft resources (see below)
• ask children in advance to bring a photo of their school, or have facilities to look them up and
print them
• a local map
• stickers
• a fact file on Ghana (see easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-ghana).

Stars made from straws and coloured wool
Resources you will need:
• yarn of different colours, in short balls for ease
• straws or lollipop sticks (two per star)
• Sticky tape.
Method
• Make the two sticks into a cross.
• Make a diamond pattern but passing the
yarn over one of the arms of the cross,
then round it before going over to the
next arm, rotating the work as you go.
• Change colour to make stripes.
• Use sticky tape to fasten ends on, and
tie on new yarn. Cover the knot and tape
with new yarn.
• Fix a loop to hang star with tape.
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ACTIVITY 3
Resources you will need:
• a map of Pakistan with Rawalpindi marked on
• an atlas or globe
• Luke 10:25-37
• craft resources (see below)
• an inflatable globe, if possible (can be same globe as above)
• a fact file on Pakistan (see www.timeforkids.com/destination/pakistan or
www.oddizzi.com/teachers/explore-the-world/places/asia/pakistan).

Starcraft
Resources you will need:
• triangles of coloured paper (two per star)
• photos of each child (or let them draw themselves)
• glue
• pens.
Method
• Stick two triangles together to make a star.
• Stick the photo of the child in the middle.
• Write the child’s name under their photo.
• Write up to six things they are good at,
one at each point of the star.
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